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T'-i3  campaign  for  a  safo  and  sane  Fourth  of  July  has  oeen  on  since  you 
and  I  v:ere  young — or  even  oefore  t'nat.    For  t'-renty-f ive  yaars  or  niore  -ve've 
teen  hearing  aoout  the  dangers  of  the  old-ti:ne  Fourth  of  July  celebrations, 
aDout  fire  h-a2ards,  accidents,  loss  of  property — and  life  froni  explosives  and 
fireworks.    As  a  result  of  this  safety  campaign,  many  places  now  forbid  the  sale 
of  dangerous  firev^orks,  and  encourage  safe  celeorations.    Parents,  schools, 
connianities,  even  cities  have  become  interested  in  a  manicipa.l  dis-olay  of  fire- 
works, put  on  oy  experts,  or  in  other  celeorations  t;hat  thj  children  enjoy  such 
as  parades  and  pageants. 

But  for  some  stra;ige  reason,  very  little  has  "been  said  or  done  to  encourage 
a  safe  and  sane  Christmas »    Yet,  if  you'll  look  back  over  the  fire  records  in 
this  country,  you'll  oe  surprised  at  the  numoer  of  home  fires  that  have  started 
right  in  the  midst  of  festivities  on  Christmas  3ve  or  Christmas  Day.    And  along 
with  the  fire  records  you'll  find  accounts  of  loss  of  property,  serious  accidents 
to  children,  and  other  tragedies  stalking  into  the  home  on  this  day  suroposed  to 
'be  dedicated  to  joy  and  gladness.    That's  a  picture  most  of  us  don't  care  to 
glimpse,  even  in  our  minds'   eye.    ITell,  instead  of  avoiding  the  thought  of  fire, 
how  aoout  making  your  home  safe  tMs  Christmas"?    Hov;  aoout  hearing  hov:  these 
unfortunate  and  unnecessary  fires  started,  what  caused  them  and  what  steps  you 
can  take  to  avoid  them? 

Inflammaaole  Yuletide  decorations  are  responsicle  for  some  of  the  worst 
Christmas  fires.    One  of  the  most  serious  fire  hazards  was  the  old-time 
Christma.s  tree  lighted  with  candles.    Think  of  the  comhination  of  a  dry  fir 
tree,  paper  and  celluloid  and  cotton-wool  snow  or  other  inf la::jmaJ"cl3  ornaments 
together  with  lighted  candles — almost  a  perfect  setting  for  a  firel    Fortuna.tely , 
nowada:/s  we  have  electric  candles  for  the  Christmas  tree.    But  even  these  need 
to  be  checked  over  each  year  to  be  sure  that  both  the  wiring  and  the  lights  are 
in  good  condition,  that  no  loose  wires  or  poor  con_necticns  may  cause  a.  short 
circuit.    Then,  many  of  the  most  decorative  trees  these  days  contain  no  lights 
at  all,  but  are  trimmed  with  shining  ornaments  th-a„t  catch  and  reflect  the  lights 
of  the  room. 

Spealiing  of  orna^nents,  be  sure  those  that  hang  on  your  tree  are  not  made 
of  material  that  burns  easily,  if  you  plan  to  have  any  sort  of  an  open  fla'.ae  on 
or  near  the  tree.    Th-at  rules  out  celluloid  ornaments,  paper  decorations  and 
cotton-v;ool  or  white  tissue  paper  to  imitate  snow.    Yoli  can  surround  the  tree  with 
non-infla.mable  a.sb estos  snow — just  as  pretty  and  entirely  safe.    Metal  and  gla.ss 
ornaments  a.re  safe  and  beautiful  as  well.    Homemade  trimrnhngs  for  the  tree  may 
include  bright  strings  of  red  cranberries  or  white  popcorn,  pine  cones  dipped 
in  gilt  or  other  safe  metal  paint.    Bright  fruit-like  oranges  and  apples  look 
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attractive  "neaped  at  the  Oase  of  the  tree.    And  little  orange- colored  Irar.quat s 
look  prettv  hajiifi'-i^-  frora  the  tranches. 

■The  tree  is  not  the  onl;-  Christies  decoration  that  na.7  be  a  fire  haza.rd. 
Ropes  of  evergreen,  or  any  driod  i'reens,  h-an§;ing;  over  i'as  fixtures  or  hanging 
too  near  the  open  fireplace  may  quickly  ignite  if  a  spark  catches  in  theiM.  Dry 
"boughs  of  pine  or  fir  nalce  tinder  for  any  stray  spark.    Ropes  of  cre-oe  or  tissue 
paper  or  other  paper  ornaments  also  need  to  00  placed  carefully  out  of  danger's 
way-    Flickering  candles,  lovely  as  they  are  around  the  room  a.re  alv/ays  a  fire 
h^izard,  especially  if  children  are  about.    Candles  too  near  v'rea.thes  or  festoons 
or  other  pine  or  evergreen  decorations  may  set  the  "blaze  that  ruins  your 
Christm^as.    A  single  spark,  alighting  almost  an^nvhere  in  a  room  decorated  vdth 
dry  greens,  or  paper,  will  find  just  the  sort  of  fuel  it  likes  "best. 

There's  an  old  superstition  that  all  Christmas  greens  mi;.st  'oe  out  of  the 
house  oy  Tv/-elfth  Hight  or  the  v.dtches  and  evil  spirits  v/ill  tal-ce  possession  of 
your  home.    Tor  safet:/' s  salce  this  is  a  good  old  tradition.    3y  Twelfth  flight, 
which  is  twelve  days  after  Christmas,  the  greens  in  the  house  will  "be  very  dry 
and  much  more  likely  to  catch  fire. 

Better  get  all  the  Christmas  "leavings"  out  of  the  house  early.  Never 
leave  ruobish  in  a  heap  in  the  cellar.    Taire  ou.t  the  greens,  the  tree,  the  papers, 
any  packing  li]ce  excelsior,  amd  the  "boxes.    A  pile  of  ru"b'oish  anywhere  in  the 
house — cellar,  attic,  garage  or  woodshed — is  just  waiting  there  ready  to  start 
a  fire. 

3y  the  way,  if  you'  re  thinl^ing  of  giving  a  Christm?.s  present  to  the  house, 
one  safe  and  sane  idea  is  a  good  fire  e::tingui sher  for  the  kitchen  or  the  hall 
or  the  ga,rage.    You  can  "buy  hand;-^  m.etal  containers  full  of  chemicals  th^t  put 
out  fire.    Some  of  these  contain  soda-acid;  others  contain  calcium  chloride;  and 
still  others  contain  carbon  tetrachloride.    Water  or  soda-acid  has  little  effect 
on  oil  fires  and  especially  on  fires  ca.used  by  gasoline .    The  burning  oil  simply 
floats  on  the  surface  and  continues  to  burn.    In  fact,  water  may  actually  s'oread 
this  kind  of  fire.    The  effective  way  to  treat  any  oil  fire  is  to  smother  it 
with  sand  or  soil  or  even  sawdust.    And  that  reminds  me.    If  you  want  a.  homemade 
fire  extinguisher  that  costs  nothing,  fix  up  a  la.rge  metal  pail  full  of  sand 
with  a  "nandy  shovel.    You  need  to  apply  a  heavy  blanket  of  this  material  "oo 
smother  a  flazae.    Experts  suggest  that  a  couple  of  pails  of  sand  ought  to  have 
a  place  in  every  hom.e  ga.rage. 

3y  the  wa:^,  fire  prevention  experts  a,t  the  Department  of  Agriculture  have 
published  an  interesting  bulletin  called  "fire  Safeguards  for  the  Farm."  Much 
of  the  information  in  this  leaflet  would  aJso  be  helpful  to  people  living  in 
to\7ns  and  cities.     Copies  cost  five  cents.    '.7rite  to  the  Supt.  of  Doc^raents  at 
TJashington,  D.  C 

Tomorrov;:     "The  Christmas  Dinner  Menu." 


